
Meeting minutes from the Board meeting held February 9, 2006

Present were Tony Porcelli, Tony Rossi, Molly Maci, Joel Cesario, Dave Lambert, 
April Marron
Not present were Dan Gilbert, Dave Edwards, Jack Potts

In Dan's absence, Tony Rossi presided over the meeting.

At 7:30pm Tony called the meeting to order.

Minutes from the January meeting were approved as written.

Agenda was passed out and approved with no changes.

Comments from the Floor
Tony asked from comments from the floor.  A resident, Tom Sisul, asked if he could 
speak on an issue affecting Orchard brook and all of Downers Grove.  The floor was 
opened to Tom.  Tom informed us that there will be a referendum in the upcoming 
election challenging Downers Grove participation in the Home Rule.  This is a law 
allowing self-governance of towns over 25,000 residents.  This law has been in 
effect since 1970 and was established to allow local governments to act in their 
own best interest without state authority, unless they were specifically
prohibited to do so.

In 1971, Downers Grove was designated as a Home Rule.

Some of the positive aspects of having Home Rule include responsiveness to local 
issues, local revenue source flexibility and diversification, flexibility to enact 
TIF's and to finance public and private improvements and downtown development, and 
flexibility on allocations and use of property taxes.

Tom made the Board aware that there was a petition filed by several residents for a
referendum to ask residents if they wanted to abolish the Home Rule.  This  
referendum will be on the March 21st ballot. 

After Tom made his address, the Board had a discussion on the topic.  It was 
unanimous that the Board is a non-political body and should not advocate one way or
the other political issues or views.  In the interest of remaining non-partisan, 
the board agreed to publish a web site address for education and further 
information on the issue: www.dginformationnetwork.org.

Special Assessment Discussion
Tony R. updated the group on progress on the special assessment spending.  In the 
past month, clubhouse has been sided and the basement was gutted of decaying 
ceiling and walls.  Handymen are being interviewed to install and upgrade the 
plumbing, electrical, walls and ceiling.

1) I would like to thank all who participated in the January 21st clean-up of the 
clubhouse.  The basement clean-up included the removal of two refrigerators filled 
with mold, removal of all ceiling tiles and metal grid system, cleaning out of the 
tool room, cleaning out of the storage closet at the bottom of the west staircase, 
the removal of the old kitchen refrigerator, and the cleaning out of the side room 
off the kitchen.  The 20 yard dumpster we rented for $400 was filled to the rim.
However,  Waste Management will no longer haul away the old refrigerators.  
Therefore, we had to have Environmental Services pick them up separately at a cost 
of $62.  The $400 for Waste Management will be on the normal bill.
                                         



2) At the end of pool season, I called Waste Management to reduce from Monday-
Thursday pick-ups of 2 two-yard containers to Monday-Thursday pick-ups of just one 
container.  With the ongoing basement project, I again had the amount increased to 
the two containers.

3) Letters were sent on January 9 to Dominion and Santana to remove our gas 
purchasing from the bulk program and revert to Nicor direct since we have been 
averaging 14% above the market for the last 18 months. Dominion accepted our letter
to terminate, but Santana would not.  On February 7, I sent a letter to Nicor 
asking them to remove us from the remaining Santana term, and am awaiting a 
response.
                                                      
4) Phil Palczynski started re-keying the front doors 

5) Out of our $127,000 in special assessment money for capital projects, $59,000 
was projected in 2005 and the remaining $68,000 was projected for 2006 (August). 
Where we currently stand:

                                
                Projects Remaining                      
                Pool Painting                          $17,000
                Kiddie Pool Painting                   $1,800
                Spa Upgrade                            $4,000
                Basement Rehab               $17,500
                                                       $40,300
                                        
                Funding                 
                                                        1st Half
                Projects Budgeted                       Assessment
Completed
                Parking Lot                             $13,000
$26,300
                Basement Locker room/Bathrooms   $17,500
                Basement Walls                  $10,000
                Appliances                           $2,000 HOLD
                Dumpster                             $500 $2,498
                Pool Equipment Room                  $2,000 HOLD
                Pool Locker room Ventilation         $3,000 HOLD
                Poolside Concrete                    $1,000 HOLD
                Gas Lights                           $5,000 HOLD
                Front Sign                           $5,000 HOLD
                Grading/Retaining Wall          $0      $12,270
                Vinyl Siding                         $0 $6,650
                                                        $59,000
$47,718
                                        =09
                Projects Budgeted                       $59,000
                Projects Completed                      ($47,718)
                Amount Remaining                        $11,282
                Basement and Pool Rehab           $40,300
                Surplus/Shortfall                       ($29,018)

     Other bids I am holding:                                   
                Stephens Plumbing/Heating               $26,010.00
Replace 3 Furnaces
                Jim's Landscaping                       $3,078.83
Front Sign Landscape



Committee Reports

Treasures Report-Joe reported that 2006 collections continue to come in as 
expected.  Spending for the capital budget is in line with the Plan. Next 
installment of the special assessment is scheduled for August. Joel submitted a 
formal financial report which he reviewed with the Board.  Copies are available 
upon request.

Social Committee-Pizza night will be February 24th at the clubhouse. BYOP and B.  
Easer egg hunt is scheduled for April 8th.  he pool party will be July 8th.  The 
directory is at the printer now and should be ready for distribution very soon.  
the idea to have the board pass out the directories was presented and everybody 
agreed this would be a good way to stay in touch with the community.

Architectural-No new requests.  Tony surfaced an idea that he would like to see 
house decorating contests for Christmas and Halloween.  This was referred to the 
social committee, April, who said she would look into.

Commons-Invoice for the winter clean-up was received.  Total amount was $9,000

Pool-A discussion around the need to paint and resurface the bottom of the pools 
was initiated by Tony.  The general feeling is that the baby pool needs the bottom 
surface smooth out and to be repainted.  Cost is estimated at $1,800.  The larger 
pool needs the same work, but the estimate is $17,000.  Tony will get 3 bids for 
the work.  The feeling is that the pool needs the bottom repairs very soon and we 
should look into this for this season.

New Business-None

Seeing no further business Tony adjourned the meeting at 9:15

Next meeting will be on March 9th at 7:30 pm in the Clubhouse

Minutes published subject to approval.


