
Meeting was held March 10th from 7:30-10:00 pm at the Clubhouse.

Present were: Joel Cesario, Nick Papp, Dave Edwards, Dave Lambert, Pam McSweeney, Jack Potts
Not present:  Dan Gilbert, Jeff Matook, Pat Ellis

Meeting was called to order by Nick Papp (presiding for Dan Gilbert)

January minutes were approved as written, copy is posted on the internet site.

The agenda was accepted as written, with the note to read in the e-Vote from Jeff Matook in the new 
business.

Nick asked for comments from the floor.  There were several residents attending the meeting and each 
was asked if they would like to add comments or ask questions.  Below is a recap of the comments:

* There was a question about the timing of posting board minutes on the OB site and if there were
any minutes not posted.  RESPONSE: Minutes are usually posted on the site within 2 weeks of the 
meeting. There is a meeting or 2 in the last year where there were no minutes posted, due to canceled 
meetings.  The annual meeting minutes are currently reflecting the Letter from the President.  These are
a summary of the general discussion at the meeting.  Past meeting minutes are kept hard copy in a 
binder.  These are always open for review any time there is a request to do so.

* There was discussion that there seems to be a few residents who are in constant violation of 
covenant rules.  This was centered around leaving garbage cans in the driveways for several days and 
leaving the containers outside in sight of neighbors.  It was asked if the Board would send a letter 
outlining the need to remove the cans in a timely manner.  The resident offered to draft a letter and the 
Board would endorse and deliver.  Another area of concern was with the summer months coming, we 
need to remind residents that they MUST not use real golf balls in the commons.  This is dangerous and
can injure a person if run over by a lawn mower.  RESPONSE:  notice will be posted on the internet
regarding use of golf balls in the commons.

* Residents have seen piles of rubbish and lawn waste in the commons for extended periods.  
RESPONSE: Please contact Jeff Matook and he can arrange removal and/or clean-up.

* A question was raised about a new 2005 OB Directory.  This was left as an open follow-up 
issue.

* A request was made to list the address and type of architectural requests the Board approves.  
RESPONSE: Will do.

Old Business
Special Assessment Vote:  Dave L.  recapped the results of the special assessment vote, indicating that 
neither motion had the required votes to pass.  Resident Perry E. presented a revised plan calling for 2
payments to be made over the next 2 years each for $250.00.  These would fund a revised capital plan.  
Modifications to this plan eliminate the clubhouse pay-off.  The new plan does preserve the 
establishment of a permanent reserve fund and the funding of the major projects.  Resident Bill Lyman 
also recommended a revision to the annual increase motion. He suggests the motion be reworded to 
allow for an annual increase to be tied to the published CPI.  Both recommendations were excellent and
will be taken to committee for further discussion.  The board would like to thank Perry and Bill for 



their work and insight on these issues.

Here is the President's Report: (Read at meeting)

Welcome and thanks for coming. We are all very busy and we the board appreciate your interest in your
Community.

If we could please hold questions until after the board has finished there reports I would appreciate it. 
We will have time at the end for open discussion.

WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON THIS PAST YEAR

FRONT POND Lance Herrning has been very busy this year. He is our local arborist and nature expert 
who lives in Orchard Brook and puts in many hours of his own time to keep the areas maintained 
properly. Wildflowers and plants have never looked better in the front area. The area is maturing as 
planned. Cattails were sprayed and a large area was removed. More will be removed next year. This is 
an ongoing project. We have some muskrats that have taken up residence in the front pond. This is a 
good thing. They will help control the cattails. Lance will be keeping an eye on them to be sure that we 
don't have an over population issue. The area on Barneswood by the pond is being restored. A couple of
benches have been placed around the pond. If you get a chance have a seat and take a close look and 
some of the wildlife that is now in this area.

BACK POND 
Wild flowers and plants were better this year. But more needs to be done. The creek is running better 
since the area where the creek goes into the pond has been maintained. We still have a couple issues 
with the retention area and have been in contact with the Village to give us some guidance in this area. 
Mike Baker Assistant Village Mangier came out to a meeting with the homeowners in this area and was
very interested in working with us.
Aggressive mosquito abatement was done by the Village and traps were placed to check for West Nile 
Virus. None was found in the area. This was in response to a dead crow that was found a few blocks 
west of Orchard Brook

TRANSIENT HOUSING We had two rental houses that were being used as a Hotel. They were being 
used by overseas pilots on layovers. We had vans picking up and dropping of numerous times a day. 
The Village Code enforcement and Legal departments were a tremendous help in solving this problem. 
Due to this area being zoned as single family residence. This was able to be handled without any costs 
to the association. As a side note; we would not have been able to solve this with out help of the 
homeowners in the area.

POOL Regrettably Sally Reed resigned from her position as Vice President Sally has done a lot of work
for our association and will be missed. After 7 or 8 years on the board I think she did her share.
Improvements at the pool were the new door leading to the locker rooms and the new coating on the 
floor. The locker rooms still need more work and those items will be addressed as funds allow.
We had a significant chlorine leak at the pool that shut in down the better part of a day. The leak was 
caused by a faulty seal in the filtration system. We will need to reevaluate this system prior to the pool 
opening in the spring.

NEW SIGN A new front sign was installed this summer. The pillars need to be redone and the current 
plan is to landscape the area around the sign to make it more attractive and to stand out a little better. 



We are also looking at lighting the sign; currently we are unsure of the costs.

NEW HOMEOWNERS I don't have any hard numbers to refer to but if the Halloween parade and 
party is an indicator I would say that the neighbor hood is changing. We seem to have many new young
families moving in. It would be my guess that they see the value of living in Orchard Brook. All and all
even with some of the challenges we face and some of the difference we may have As far as I am 
concerned Orchard Brook is still the best place to live in Downers Grove.

Report from the Pool Manager:  Margaret Doherty reported that she has received several applications 
for the manager and guards.  She indicated that she will ask Rich B. to publish a questionnaire asking 
residents about what they want to see happen, change, get better at the pool. Margaret also requested a 
copy of the 2005 budget.  Joel will forward. Margaret would like to present for consideration, a plan to 
allow up to 10 non-resident families to purchase pool memberships.  This would be done on a trial 
basis to determine if it works.  The though behind this is that it is a way to raise funds for much needed 
pool and locker room improvements.  It was mentioned that the pool on any given day is very under 
utilized.  There was discussion that this issue has been raised several times over the years and has been 
a hot topic.  We left this with Margaret to propose a plan for the Board to consider.

Treasures Report
Joel reported that annual assessment collections were going well and that $176,000 of the $193,000 has
been collected.  There are 29 houses not paid and they will be mailed a delinquent notice shortly.  
Spending at this time is on track as it is the low season.  Joel reiterated that we are getting close to the 
high spend season in the summer.  It is essential that all budgets are maintained and NOT overspent as 
there is little room for extras.  Taxes returns will be filed June 15th as scheduled.

VP Report
Nick discussed and circulated examples of a publisher, Liturgical Press, who specializes in written 
newsletters.  They do all the printing and mailing for free, off-setting their costs with advertising 
revenue, which they keep to cover their costs (they split revenue above their costs with us).  The Board 
thinks this is something we should peruse and look further into.  It is a great way to get a written letter 
back into circulation.  We would still need to find a newsletter coordinator/editor to collect and send the
info.

New Business
Dave L. reported on an Evote initiated by Jeff Matook.  Jeff made a motion to award the 2005-2006 
contract for landscaping to Jim's.  The motion was seconded by Nick Papp and was approved 6-0.

Committee Reports
Commons
See new Business.   Also, there was a comment that residents may be willing to fertilize the commons 
if money can be allocated to purchase fertilizer.  Jeff to review the budget and make a recommendation.

Architectural
One request for an additional at 1460 Coralberry was approved.

Social
The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for 3/19 in the Coralberry/Arrow Wood Commons.  See the website 
for details.  There will be a pool pizza party in June. Pam offered her resignation as a Board member.  
With regret, the Board accepted her resignation citing the several contributions she made to



energizing the social committee over the past year.  Pam indicated that she has a replacement for the 
position on the Board as the Social director.  April Marron, was presented and approved as the new 
committee chair for the Social Committee.

Pool
Jack reported that he has received the quotes for opening and closing the mechanical pool.  Both were 
in line with the budget with only modest increases year over year.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 pm.  Next meeting will be April 14th at
7:30 in the Clubhouse.

Submitted pending approval.


