
Orchard Brook Home Association
Board Meeting Minutes 6/14/12 from 7:30pm to 9:00pm at the clubhouse.
 
Present from the board were; Tom Greighahn, Brett Ryden, Dave Lambert, Rodney Phillipe, Kathy 
Dollard, Tony Porcelli, Meg Parney.
 
Also present were 2 homeowners.
 
President's Report

President Rodney called the meeting to order.  He recognized the homeowners and opened the floor for 
discussion. One of the homeowners came to discuss a pending architectural  request.  The request was 
to build an enclosure for garbage cans..  Tony reported that he was in receipt of the request, but that it 
was under board review due to the conflict with the covenants which clearly state that 1) garbage cans 
must be kept inside  the garage and 2) no permanent structures of this type shall be erected.  The 
homeowner stated that there are many examples of these types of structures in the neighborhood.  It 
was also stated that it was their opinion that the covenants were out dated on many areas.  An example 
was that when the covenants were written, there were “normal” sized garbage cans.  Today, the garbage
cans are much larger and there are in fact 2 large cans, one for garbage and one for recycling.  Another 
example is the size of the  vehicles today.  When the covenants were written, there were no SUV’s or 
mini vans which take up more space in the garages.  All of these comments were discussed as real 
examples of changes since the inception of the covenants.  But, the board finds itself  in position that it 
must abide by and govern by what is written and in effect in the current covenants.  The board feels it 
cannot and should not act in deference to the covenants unless it is a matter of health or safety, of
which neither pertain in this  case.  In addition, the board feels that the covenants are written to 
represent all members of the community…some of which enjoy the current version.
 
The board acknowledged the issue of the out of date covenants and is open to an exploratory
committee to review and recommend changes to the document.  When the committee  is done and 
reports recommendations, there is a prescribed method to edit and ratify the current covenants.  If
anyone in the community would like to volunteer to lead or participate on the committee, please 
contact a board member or come to a meeting to express  interest.

A second resident, came to inform the board of a house on Downers Drive that is overgrown and
in disrepair.  This has been a rental house of a couple years now with an absentee  owner.  The current 
tenants say the owner cannot be reached and has ignored their requests to upkeep the property.  The 
board will have our landscaping company maintain the property and a lien for the expenses will be put 
against the house.
 
Committee Reports

Social
Meg reported that the community pool party will be held 8/25 from 4:30-9:00
 
Architectural/Gaslights
Tony reported that the gas lights have all been cleaned, next step is to paint and repair.
Insurance is all paid and up to date.
 
 



Pool and Swim Team
Tom and Brett reported that the pool is operating very well so far thru the season. All off season 
plumbing issues are complete and corrected and the mechanics are working  fine. Tom and Brett will 
look at replacing all or a portion of the deck furniture at the end of the season when they can find close-
out deals.
 
Commons
Rodney for Jeff reported that there are no big issues in commons at this time.  They did have to call 
Jim’s landscaping out to clean-up around the front sign.  This will be taken care of ASAP.
 
Clubhouse
Kathy reported that there has been an issue with the garbage overflowing the cans at the clubhouse, 
especially now in the busy season.  Kathy will schedule and additional  pick-up for the summer months
to alleviate the problem.  Kathy also reported that residents are complaining about the overall condition
of the clubhouse.  They are saying that is looks run down and at times dirty.  They say that if they are 
required to pay a fee, the clubhouse should be in better condition.  Noted was the condition of the 
chairs and tables, the condition of the rest room fixtures, the condition of the carpet, and condition of 
the paint.  Kathy will get with our new property manager to present a plan to address.
 
Seeing no other business, Rodney adjourned the meeting.
 
Next meeting will be 8/9 at 7:30pm in the clubhouse.
 
Minutes printed subject to approval.
 


